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The	 fully	 updated	 third	 edition	 of	 Introduction	 to	Global	Politics	 continues	 to
provide	 a	 vital	 resource	 for	 students	 looking	 to	 explain	 global	 politics	 using	 a
historical	 approach,	 firmly	 linking	 history	 with	 the	 events	 of	 today.	 By
integrating	 theory	 and	 political	 practice	 at	 individual,	 state,	 and	 global	 levels,
students	 are	 introduced	 to	 key	 developments	 in	 global	 politics,	 helping	 them
make	sense	of	major	trends	that	are	shaping	our	world.
Retaining	the	successful	format	of	previous	editions,	this	is	a	highly	illustrated

textbook	 with	 informative	 and	 interactive	 boxed	material	 throughout.	 Chapter
opening	timelines	contextualize	the	material	that	follows,	and	definitions	of	key
terms	are	provided	in	a	glossary	at	the	end	of	the	book.	Every	chapter	ends	with
student	 activities,	 cultural	 materials,	 and	 annotated	 suggestions	 for	 further
reading.
Key	updates	for	this	edition:

New	material	 on	 key	 topical	 issues	 such	 as	 Islam’s	 relationship	with	 the
West,	Islamic	State,	BRICS	and	other	emerging	economies,	the	continuing
effects	of	the	Arab	Spring,	and	R2P.
Coverage	 of	 the	 2015	 Iran	 nuclear	 deal	 and	 North	 Korea’s	 continued
development	of	its	nuclear	weapons	and	missile	programs.
Analysis	of	new	 technologies	 for	warfighting	–	 such	as	drones,	 IEDs	and
cyber	 technologies	–	 as	well	 as	 technologies	 for	 countering	 terrorism	and
conducting	unconventional	wars.
Updated	examples	from	around	the	globe	in	every	chapter.

Stimulating	and	provocative	both	for	students	and	for	instructors,	Introduction	to
Global	Politics,	3rd	Edition,	is	essential	reading	for	students	of	political	science,
global	politics,	and	international	relations.

Richard	 W.	 Mansbach	 is	 Professor	 of	 Political	 Science	 at	 Iowa	 State
University,	USA.

Kirsten	L.	Taylor	is	Professor	of	Government	and	International	Studies	at	Berry



College,	USA.



Praise	for	this	edition:

“Introduction	to	Global	Politics	 is	a	major	contribution	to	the	understanding	of
politics	 in	a	complex	global	setting.	 It	 is	highly	 informative	and	covers	 topical
and	stimulating	issues	on	global	politics.”

–	Nalanda	Roy,	Assistant	Professor	of	International	Relations	and	Asian
Politics,	Armstrong	State	University,	Savannah

“This	book	masterfully	introduces	the	student	to	how	theoretical	perspectives	on
international	relations	shape	our	visions	of	history,	and	how	particular	historical
events	give	rise	to	attempts	at	general	explanations.”

–	Dirk	De	Bièvre,	Associate	Professor	of	International	Politics,	Universiteit
Antwerpen,	Belgium

Praise	for	previous	editions:

“A	 solid	 volume	 for	 either	 one	 or	 two	 semester	 introductory	 courses	 in
International	 Politics.	 Aimed	 at	 today’s	 students,	 who	 need	 a	 text	 with
significant	 historical	 background	 and	 demand	 consideration	 of	 contemporary
problems,	 Introduction	 to	 Global	 Politics	 delivers	 the	 basics	 and	much	more.
With	its	useful	timelines,	attention-getting	boxes,	rich	array	of	excerpts	from	key
documents,	and	such	a	thorough	discussion	of	contemporary	issues	as	to	make	a
supplementary	work	unnecessary,	this	text	warrants	serious	consideration.”

–	Joseph	R.	Rudolph,	Jr.,	Towson	University,	USA

“Introduction	to	Global	Politics	is	a	first	rate	text.	It	is	exhaustive	in	its	coverage
of	 issues	 and	 ideas,	 extremely	 well	 informed	 by	 history	 and	 theory	 and	 also
engagingly	written	 and	produced.	Mansbach	 and	Taylor	 have	produced	one	of
the	best	books	on	the	market.”

–	Nick	Bisley,	La	Trobe	University,	Australia

“The	 publication	 of	 the	 first	 edition	 of	 Introduction	 to	 Global	 Politics	 gave
students	of	International	Relations	a	textbook	that	approached	global	politics	and
events	 and	 themes	 using	 the	 analytical	 perspectives	 and	 frameworks	 that
underpin	the	discipline	of	International	relations.	Thus,	in	one	textbook,	students
gained	 not	 only	 an	 historical/political	 grounding,	 but	 also	 an	 understanding	 of
the	uses	and	practice	of	 theory	and	analysis	and	 the	different	 interpretations	of
events	 that	 result	 with	 different	 frameworks	 of	 analysis.	 This	 new	 edition
continues	this	approach,	with	the	same	lucid,	but	lively,	writing	style	and	crystal



clear	 explanations	 of	 theory	 and	 analysis,	 utilising	 both	 historical	 and
contemporary	 political	 examples	 to	 illuminate	 and	 make	 more	 relevant	 the
analysis.	 The	 changes	 in	 this	 edition	 reflect	 the	 changes	 in	 today’s	 world,
identifying	 and	 scrutinizing	 the	 major	 issues	 and	 themes,	 and	 thus	 equipping
students	 with	 both	 the	 analytical	 tools	 and	 the	 knowledge	 that	 they	 need	 to
successfully	analyse	global	politics.”

–	Caroline	Page,	Coventry	University,	UK

“Mansbach	 and	 Taylor	 expertly	 explain	 today’s	 global	 political	 challenges	 in
historical	 and	 cultural	 context,	 helping	 students	 to	 understand	 the	 alternative
approaches	 to	 dealing	 with	 conflict,	 and	 to	 building	 cooperation,	 that	 human
societies	have	imagined	and	attempted.	Global	politics	emerge	from	these	pages
not	 as	 a	 static	 set	 of	 constraints	 and	 imperatives,	 but	 as	 a	 dynamic,	 ever-
changing,	 multi-dimensional	 reality	 –	 a	 world	 in	 which	 ideas,	 identities,
interests,	 and	 institutions	 are	 constantly	 evolving.	 This	 is	 a	 world	 in	 which
individuals	 have	 the	 capacity	 to	 change	 the	 realities	 which	 are	 shaping	 their
lives,	 a	 world	 in	 which	 knowledge	 and	 understanding	 open	 doors	 to	 new
possibilities.”

–	Edward	Rhodes,	George	Mason	University,	USA

“Theory,	 history,	 and	 current	 issues	 are	 masterfully	 woven	 together	 in	 this
important	 new	 book.	 The	 authors’	 excellent	 use	 of	 vivid	 real-life	 examples,
figures,	 pictures,	 timelines	 and	 sideboxes,	 all	 serve	 to	 illustrate	 theoretical
concepts	 in	 a	 way	 that	 will	 grab	 the	 attention	 of	 undergraduate	 and	 graduate
students	 alike;	 and	with	 its	 thought-provoking	 discussion	 and	 essay	 questions,
this	 textbook	 virtually	 teaches	 itself.	A	major	 contribution	 to	 the	 learning	 and
understanding	of	globalization,	 this	 book	 is	 evidence	 that	 globalization	 studies
have	truly	come	into	their	own.”

–	Ersel	Aydinli,	Bilkent	University,	Turkey
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Preface
	
	
	

Approach

As	 in	 the	 first	 two	 editions	 of	 this	 text,	 we	 assume	 that	 a	 historical	 approach
informed	by	theory	best	allows	students	to	understand	the	relationship	between
continuity	 and	 change	 and	 fosters	 recognition	 that,	 although	 much	 in
contemporary	global	politics	seems	novel,	it	has	its	roots	in	the	past.
This	third	edition	retains	the	special	features	of	past	editions,	while	updating

the	 text	 to	 take	account	of	 the	 seismic	events	and	 trends	 that	have	 taken	place
since	the	second	edition,	including:

Increasing	 Russian	 aggressiveness	 as	 reflected	 by	 its	 interventions	 in
Ukraine	 and	 Syria	 that	 suggest	Moscow’s	 desire	 to	 restore	 its	 status	 as	 a
superpower.
China’s	 continuing	but	 slowing	economic	 rise	 and	 territorial	 assertiveness
in	the	East	and	South	China	Seas.
Continued	 deterioration	 of	 the	 global	 environment	 despite	 growing	 US–
Sino	cooperation	on	the	issue	and	the	Paris	Climate	Treaty	of	2015	and	US
withdrawal	from	the	treaty.
Erosion	 of	European	 integration	 owing	 to	 the	British	 decision	 in	 2016	 to
leave	the	European	Union,	continued	economic	stagnation	in	the	Eurozone,
and	 dissension	 over	 the	 flood	 of	Muslim	 migrants	 from	 Syria,	 Iraq,	 and
Afghanistan.
A	highly	divisive	presidential	campaign	in	the	United	States	that	resulted	in
a	surprise	victory	by	Washington	outsider	Donald	Trump.
Sectarian	 civil	wars	 across	 the	Middle	East,	 especially	Syria,	 Iraq,	Libya,
and	Yemen	and	the	virtual	end	of	the	Arab	Spring	in	the	region.
The	 2015	 deal	 with	 Iran	 to	 halt	 that	 country’s	 efforts	 to	 acquire	 nuclear
weapons	 and	 the	 rapid	 growth	 of	 North	 Korea’s	 nuclear	 and	 missile
technologies.
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Dramatic	 decline	 in	 global	 energy	 and	 commodity	prices	 in	 2015–16	 that
slowed	 the	 economies	 of	 commodity	 and	 oil	 exporters	 of	 large	 emerging
economies	like	Brazil,	Nigeria,	Russia,	and	Venezuela.
Establishment	of	a	“caliphate”	by	the	self-proclaimed	Islamic	State	in	Iraq
and	Syria	(ISIS)	in	2013	and	ISIS-influenced	terrorist	attacks	in	Europe	and
the	United	States	in	2015	and	2016.

Pedagogical	features

Introduction	to	Global	Politics	offers	several	features	to	facilitate	the	instructor’s
task,	and	to	engage	students	and	help	them	understand	key	ideas	and	events.

Student	 activities	 Each	 chapter	 concludes	 with	 a	 list	 of	 activities	 that
students	 can	 undertake	 individually	 or	 in	 groups,	 inside	 or	 outside	 the
classroom.	These	include	suggested	discussion	and	essay	questions	dealing
with	 key	 themes	 and	 events	 in	 the	 chapter,	 as	well	 as	map	 exercises	 that
encourage	 them	 to	 apply	 key	 concepts	 and	 theories	 to	 reality,	 to	 make
connections	among	events,	and	to	analyze	the	sources	and	consequences	of
events.
Figures,	 maps,	 and	 tables	 The	 text	 uses	 a	 rich	 mix	 of	 visual	 materials,
including	 maps,	 photographs,	 cartoons,	 graphs,	 and	 reproductions	 of
paintings.	 Such	 resources	 bring	 history	 and	 concepts	 to	 life,	 making	 it
easier	to	understand	and	apply	concepts	and	trends	in	global	politics.
Cultural	materials	Each	chapter	ends	with	a	list	of	films	and/or	novels,	as
well	as	other	materials	in	the	humanities,	including	poetry,	that	are	relevant
to	the	chapter	content.	Each	list	also	includes	a	thought	question	or	activity
for	 students,	 based	 on	 one	 of	 the	 listed	 works.	 Instructors	 may	 also	 use
these	resources	for	specialized	short	courses	in	topics	like	war	and	film	or
literature	and	global	politics.
Boxed	 features	 The	 text	 incorporates	 several	 boxed	 features.	 “Did	 you
know?”	 boxes	 offer	 snapshots	 of	 information	 to	 enliven	 events,	 cases,
individuals,	 and	 issues	 discussed	 in	 the	 text	 to	 deepen	 students’
understanding	 of	 relevant	 points.	 “Theory	 in	 the	 real	 world”	 boxes
illustrate	the	ways	that	theoretical	approaches	underlie	and	bring	about	the
real	 policy	 choices	 leaders	 make.	 “Controversy”	 boxes	 describe	 events,
ideas,	and	norms	that	have	generated	disagreement	among	political	leaders,
scholars,	or	publics.	They	alert	students	to	the	absence	of	consensus	about
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the	 meaning	 of	 events,	 ideas,	 and	 ethics	 in	 global	 politics.	 “Key
documents”	boxes	present	excerpts	from	documents	central	to	the	material
in	 the	 text,	 including	 historical	 speeches,	 agreements,	 and	 statements.
Having	 access	 to	 these	 documents	 will	 enable	 students	 to	 immerse
themselves	 in	 the	 events	 being	 described	 and	 expands	 understanding	 of
brief	citations	or	allusions	in	the	text.
Further	reading	Each	chapter	concludes	with	a	list	of	key	scholarly	books
and	 articles	 that	 will	 provide	 additional	 treatment	 of	 the	 theories	 and
histories	covered	therein.	Students	will	find	this	list	particularly	helpful	for
developing	and	researching	papers	and	other	assignments.
Historical	timelines	at	 the	outset	of	each	chapter	identifying	key	events	or
individuals	described	in	that	chapter.
A	glossary	that	brings	together	all	the	key	terms	defined	in	the	chapters.

Supplements

Instructors’	 guide	 and	 test	 bank	 It	 will	 also	 provide	 multiple	 choice	 and
short-answer	 questions	 and	 answers,	 as	 well	 as	 essay	 topics,	 chapter	 by
chapter.

We	expect	the	text	will	excite	students	and	tempt	them	to	learn	more	about	the
world	around	them.

Richard	W.	Mansbach
Kirsten	L.	Taylor
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Pedagogical	features
Introduction	 to	 Global	 Politics	 offers	 numerous	 features	 to	 facilitate	 the
instructor’s	 task,	 and	 to	 engage	 students	 and	 help	 them	 understand	 key
ideas	and	events.

HISTORICAL	 TIMELINES	 Each	 chapter	 opens	 with	 a	 visual	 timeline,
identifying	key	events	and	individuals	mentioned	in	the	text	and	providing
a	chronological	context	for	the	chapter	ahead.

FIGURES,	 MAPS,	 AND	 TABLES	 The	 text	 uses	 a	 rich	 mix	 of	 visual
materials,	including	maps,	photographs,	cartoons,	graphs,	and	reproductions
of	 paintings.	 Such	 resources	 bring	 history	 and	 concepts	 to	 life,	making	 it
easier	to	understand	and	apply	concepts	and	trends	in	global	politics.





DEFINITIONS	OF	KEY	TERMS	Key	terms	are	highlighted	in	the	text	and
defined	 in	 a	 complete	 glossary	 at	 the	 end	 of	 the	 book.	 This	 reinforces
students’	knowledge	and	understanding	of	key	elements	of	the	field.

BOXED	FEATURES	The	text	incorporates	several	boxed	features:



■

■

■

■

“Did	 you	 know?”	 boxes	 offer	 snapshots	 of	 information	 to	 enliven
events,	 cases,	 individuals,	 and	 issues	 discussed	 in	 the	 text.	 Their
purpose	is	to	deepen	understanding	of	relevant	points.	For	instance,	a
box	on	US	foreign	aid	compares	how	much	assistance	the	US	actually
gives	to	how	much	the	American	people	think	it	gives.
“Theory	in	the	real	world”	boxes	are	intended	to	illustrate	the	ways
in	 which	 theoretical	 approaches	 underlie	 and	 bring	 about	 the	 real
policy	 choices	 leaders	 make.	 For	 example,	 one	 box	 illustrates	 how
both	 liberal	 and	 realist	 arguments	 can	 be	 seen	 in	 President	 Bush’s
justification	for	war	in	Iraq	in	2003.
“Controversy”	 boxes	 describe	 events,	 ideas,	 and	 norms	 that	 have
generated	 disagreement	 among	 political	 leaders,	 scholars,	 or	 publics.
These	 boxes	 portray	 the	 debates	 on	 global	 warming	 and	 preemptive
war,	 for	 example.	 They	 alert	 the	 reader	 to	 the	 absence	 of	 consensus
about	the	meaning	of	events,	ideas,	and	ethics	in	global	politics.
“Key	documents”	boxes	present	excerpts	 from	documents	central	 to
the	material	in	the	text.	Having	access	to	these	documents	will	enable
students	 to	 immerse	 themselves	 in	 the	 events	 being	 described	 and
expand	understanding	of	brief	 citations	or	 allusions	 in	 the	 text.	Such
documents	 include	 historical	 speeches,	 agreements,	 and	 statements,
such	 as	 the	 treaties	 of	Westphalia	 and	Versailles,	Woodrow	Wilson’s
Fourteen	Points,	and	the	United	Nations	Charter.



STUDENT	ACTIVITIES	 Each	 chapter	 concludes	with	 a	 list	 of	 activities
that	students	can	undertake	individually	or	in	groups,	inside	or	outside	the
classroom.	These	include	suggested	discussion	and	essay	questions	dealing
with	 key	 themes	 and	 events	 in	 the	 chapter,	 as	well	 as	map	 exercises	 that
encourage	 them	 to	 apply	 key	 concepts	 and	 theories	 to	 reality,	 to	 make
connections	among	events,	and	to	analyze	the	sources	and	consequences	of
events.

CULTURAL	MATERIALS	Each	 chapter	 ends	with	 a	 list	 of	 films	 and/or
novels,	as	well	as	other	materials	 in	 the	humanities,	 including	poetry,	 that
are	 relevant	 to	 the	 chapter	 content.	 Each	 list	 also	 includes	 a	 thought
question	 or	 activity	 for	 students,	 based	 on	 one	 of	 the	 listed	 works.
Instructors	 may	 also	 use	 these	 resources	 for	 specialized	 short	 courses	 in
topics	such	as	war	and	film	or	literature	and	global	politics.

FURTHER	READING	Each	chapter	concludes	with	a	list	of	key	scholarly
books	and	articles	that	will	provide	additional	treatment	of	the	theories	and
histories	covered	therein.	Students	will	find	this	list	particularly	helpful	for
developing	and	researching	papers	and	other	assignments.

Companion	website
Visit	the	dedicated	companion	website	at:

	www.routledge.com/cw/Mansbach

for	 student	 and	 instructor	 resources	 to	 accompany	 the	 third	 edition	 of
Introduction	to	Global	Politics.

Perfect	 for	 use	 in	 the	 classroom	 or	 as	 an	 aid	 to	 independent	 study,	 the
website	includes:

http://www.routledge.com/cw/Mansbach
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Teaching	resources,	including:

Comprehensive	 Testbank	 including	 multiple	 choice,	 true/false	 and
short	answer	questions	for	each	chapter
PowerPoint	lecture	slides	divided	by	chapter
Detailed	chapter	outlines
Discussion	questions,	 to	be	used	for	class	discussion	or	as	assignable
exam	questions,	depending	on	your	preference

Student	resources,	including:

Annotated	video	clips	on	core	people	and	events	in	global	politics
Glossary	flashcards,	to	test	your	knowledge	of	the	essential	terms	from
the	book
Interactive	map	feature,	bringing	key	maps	from	the	book	to	life
Annotated	 web	 links	 to	 recommended	 online	 resources	 for	 each
chapter




